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Winter fairy tale

We came to Japan from Moscow, Russia at the end of last May when the
famous period of every-year sakura blossom had been finished already. That
was our first experience to move to the East so far from the capital of Russia
when after crossing the Ural Mountains we entered the Eastern part of the
Eurasian continent and then arrived at the Japanese Islands. Before leaving
Moscow we carefully read those parts of Russian newspapers which was
devoted to world weather news paying special attention to everyday temperature
changing in Tokyo. So we were ready to jump from cold Moscow spring to
tropical Japanese summer. But so surprised we were due to negligible difference
in temperature that time. As we realized later everything was in future for us
that time. After May, June gradually passed with short rains and small typhoons
and finally the hot, humid summer covered Japan like a warm blanket. At that
time during drinking Cola glasses with ice in the shadow of trees more and
more often ideas came about slightly frozen weather, ski and mountains covered
with bright snow.

But months passed and passed and it was still a dream. Autumn painted
everything around in many-color picture and mountains covered with forests
attracted attention by variety of color palette. Still bright green grass, sunshine
and soft wind reminded Moscow August. The New Year Holidays came and
the most surprising thing for us was the possibility to play tennis on January 1
without dangerous to be blocked by deep snow-drift. The delusion about
impossibility to play winter sports in Japan was overcome with the help of our
hospitable colleagues from Cyclotron Laboratory who invited us to join the
traditional New Year journey to the mountains area in Niigata region. The
invitation was accepted with great pleasure moreover at that time on January
13-14 in Russia we usually celebrate so called "Old New Year" which is
connected with the shifting of Calendar in Russia in the beginning of this
century. The exact date of New Year according to the old Calendar is two
weeks later than the modern New Year (as well as Russian Christmas which is
January 7 ), but this holiday is still celeblated in Russia. So the main idea of
this journey was the possibility to take winter sports and to see the snow in
Japan.And it happened. We will never forget crossing the 11-km tunnel in
mountain as a bridge connected two different seasons; bright sunshine, green
grass and all-year tropical trees on the one side and snow flocks, cloud sky and
the same trees but covered with a deep snow. It was the real winter fairy tale.
Then the ski base, lift to the mountains and our attempts to direct mountains
ski without collisions with other people. Of course ski is very popular in Russia
but mostly cross ski which are adjusted to flat-hill-valley landscape of Russia.
Non-forgettable impressions were from stately slow moved winter trees along
the lift wrapped up the under the snow. And many many bright sports people

by Y. Batygin & family

in dazzling clothes very
quickly moved from the top
of the mountains.

On the base of the
mountains it is easy to find a
large number of small
fountains came from the
underground and spread the
hot water by thin crossed
streams. This kind of water
sources are placed
everywhere: near hotels,
around ski base, at the streets
inside town, in suburbs of the
city, etc. It looks very nice
but requires a special shoes
because usual shoes become
completely wet after 10-min.
walk. This is a real problem
for unprepared people. As
we learned from our journey
this kind of usage of
underground hot water is
very popular in Japan and
results in sweeping the snow
mass. That's why we did not g
(sii'eftts},,plcal Russian show B EHEE & RALEM

Non-forgettable impression has left from Japanese hot spring bath after
winter ski walk. Traditional Russian bath is based on another principle: hot |
humid evaporation from heated stones when water or 'kvas' (traditional Russian
soft drink) dropped on the stones. Staying in Russian bath for a 5-10 min.
takes a lot of efforts. Japanese bath looks softer, relaxing as a point massage |
and resulted us in complete delight. "

And of course very friendship atmosphere during beautiful dinner in |
traditional Japanese restaurant where all participants arrayed with kimono |
looked so happy. And which party now is without karaoke provided unique
possibility to open new talents and to know better each other through singing
songs together?

We were so happy to stay there and it was a pity to leave the beautiful |
place where we recieved unforgettable impressions but the remembering are
still in our hearts. Thank you so much, our good friends, for possibility to see
nice snow place in Japan. Good bye mountains and see you again.
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