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Enjoying my life in Japan
by Andrea Kutics, Biopolymer Physics Lab.

The other day as I was sitting on the evening train, and in all of a
sudden fell asleep. Waken up I remembered, when I arrived in Japan, how
much [ was surprised on the many sleeping people on the subways and I
am totally accustomed by now.

I came to Japan three years ago, and I am working in the Biopolymer
Physics Laboratory and dealing with parallel image processing. It shortly
means, that we took pictures of the parts of the human body by CCD
cameras covering different wavelength bands and try to recognize blood
vessels and skin damages on these images by using a parallel computation
system consists of a number of transporters. It is a very challenging work
for me and thanks to the very nice atmosphere in our lab, I love it from the
beginning.

At the first time Tokyo was something very new to me. I came from
Hungary, a little country in Middle Europe. It was not only the metropolis
what was unusual, but I was overwhelmed with the number of people
(Budapest the largest city in Hungary, has only 2 million inhabitants),
subways, the labyrinth of the underground passes in Shinjuku and
Ikebukuro, and the fact, that I cannot read any of the signs on the menus,
newspapers and on the goods in the shops. After a few weeks I found out
that I can quite easily go anywhere without reading the signs, and I also
found the people very kind and cooperative on the streets, in the shops,
and practically anywhere.

When I came, I couldn’t speak a single word in Japanese, so I
communicated only in English. However, I could discuss anything with
my friends in English. There were people who seemed unwilling to talk,
and there were things, cultural and traditional, that seemed difficult to

understand through English. As I could speak a little (with many
mistaken phrases), people were more kind, even those who seemed not so
friendly since they were shy speaking in English. Of course, I have some
negative experience as well. For example, asking some information from
people at the station in Japanese, they where so surprised, that they didn’t
understand my question. Becoming desperate why I cannot say such a
simple thing and asking another person, he understood and answered in
English as foreigners are supposed to speak only English.

Last year, just a little after I started to study Japanese, I had to work in
the Department of Research Fundamentals Technology of the Institute.
was frightened at the first time, whether the people not accustomed to
work with foreigners would be willing to work with me or not. On the
contrary of my worries, the people in the department were extremely kind
and helpful. I could not only work well with Matsumoto san and Shiraishi
san to set up the camera assembly but I could have very interesting
conversations with many other people as well. Since then they always
have some nice words to me when we meet in the institute.

There are things in the daily life I don'’t like. For example, the crowded
trains, and that it is quite difficult to go anywhere by car. However, I
think these annoying things are nuances only, compared to the many good
impressions someone can get living here. A lot of foreigner complain about
that the Japanese people don’t express their real opinion directly and that
it is difficult to understand what they really think. I don’t feel this
annoying at all. I appreciate very much that they don’t want to emphasize
their self-confidence and that it is more important for them not to hurt
anybody with their words. After three years, living the similar life as the
others around us, having similar problems here, I feel, I am not only
getting accustomed but enjoy my life as well.
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