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Not only science brings us together
by Ruth Wahlster, Chemical Dynamics Lab.

The fact that I have an opportunity of
staying in RIKEN, follows from a long
tradition of contact between the Univer-
sity in Bremen (Germany) and RIKEN
started round about 15 years ago.

20 years ago, my director in Germany
was an assistant professor at his
University in Berlin and my host
researcher in RIKEN was then a visit-
ing researcher in Berlin. So both these
chemists started a friendship. Later,
my professor, D. Woehrle, came to
Bremen University and D. Kaneko
worked in RIKEN. Since that time, the two
researchers have visited each other to work and
exchange scientific results. Later, German doctral
students had the chance to come to RIKEN to
undertake experiments for their doctor thesis.

This year I took the chance to come to RIKEN.
For a long time I wanted to come to Japan. So I had
prepared for this stay for some years. I read as many
books as possible that my purse allowed to me.
Finally, I was happy to realize my ambition and
came to Japan.

I'wanted to do some experiments for a “‘highlight”
on my doctor thesis. The atomosphere in the lab is
very good and I have a good relationship to my
colleagues. My experiments work well with good
results.

Of course, to be in a place so far away from home
with a foreign culture, it is a must to experience
other things beside science.

So I travelled through the nice landscape of Japan.

I enjoyed the sea-side in Oarai and the
beautiful colored autumnal leaves in
Hokkaido and Nikko. Then I was
interested in Japanese cloth. After a
councel from Japanese friends and
colleagues, I decided to buy a Yukata. It
was not easy to find cloth, which fits
well with my blue eyes. But even in this
case my friends helped me to look for a
suitable one. In the photo, you can see
that I felt comfortable in my new
Yukata.

But I like also modern things in this
country, for example scooters. Such vehicles are not
available in Germany (why ?). So I bought one and I
take it for drives in the RIKEN area and Wako and
develop my knowledge of the surroundings. I have
much fun with it! And I met many Japanese people.
So, not only science — but also scooters, bring
us together!
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