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What is Japan for you? The big
industrialized cities and crowded areas
or the beautiful landscape with rice
fields, mountains and the seaside? The
countless colourful noon lights in
Shinjuku or the traditional royal
wedding ceremony that took place a few
weeks ago? The loud music played by
young Japanese musicians every Sunday
at Harajuku or the quiet vicinity of a
lonely mountain shrine? All these
contrary impressions make up my
experiences in Japan and it is this
personal view I want to talk about.

I have been in Japan now for over
eight months. In the first case there is
the scientific work at the Metal Physics
Laboratory and the enriching
cooperation with Dr. Yagi. I am really
grateful to have the opportunity to take
part in interesting research and there
have been many nice experiments,
though even in Japan it is not always
possible to avoid Murphy and his famous
law. But it is rather reassuring that at
least this law seems to be valid all over
the world.

Besides RIKEN is a good place to
meet foreigners from very different
countries, and therefore to get new
impressions not only about the Japanese
culture. Also the new political and

My views on Japan

by Marcus Hacke
Metal Physics Laboratory

geographical situation in Germany
became very clear for me. Three years
ago the meeting of scientists from former
divided parts of Germany was a rather
rare case, but lucky after the unification
this strange situation has changed. After
the break down of the wall in Germany it
is also very important to destroy the
invisible wall in the mind of people,
which have total different personal
records. To meet each other and to
discuss common problems is the best way
for a joint future. What is valid in the
special case of Germany, is of course also
true for people from different countries.
Besides the good condition for scientific
research the communication between
people from all over the world is
certainly the most important advantage
of an institute like RIKEN.

Living in the densely populated
Kanto area, just as visiting famous
places or big events, implies the feeling
of being a small part of a big crowd.
Riding railway or subway trains,
walking through Shinjuku, Ueno,
Asakusa or along the Ginza, visiting the
Sanja matsuri, Tokyo Disneyland or the
wedding parade of the royal couple as
well as sightseeing in Kyoto, Nara,
Nikko, and Kamakura - besides the
interesting to see the large number of
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people surrounding me was one of the
strongest impression. I was really
surprised to find out, that not far away
from these well-known spots are very
quiet places, especially near the
mountains. These places are a nice
contrast to the lively activity in Tokyo
and a good opportunity to meet
interesting people.

Anyway, meeting people was one of
the most exciting events. Perhaps more
than visiting cultural important places
or events, like temples, shrines,
museums, matsuri, a kabuki
performance or -especially important - a
sumo tournament, meeting people offers
the opportunity to understand a foreign
country. Talking with scientists at
RIKEN, being invited from my host
researcher on different occasions,

meeting other athletes during running

exercises in Wako-shi, the large number
of events asking people for the correct
way, to get a lift from a local broadcaster
near Nagano or from a truck driver at
the Miura peninsula, to be invited to
drink whisky with Japanese
mountaineers at a summit of Chichibu
national park, to go on hiking tours with
an engineer of an aviation company, to
celebrate New Year’s Eve at the fifth
step of Mount Fuji, to stay at different
mountain huts or youth hostels - at all
these situations I met a lot of friendly
people and had very nice experience.
Perhaps you would like to ask me
the question which I asked you above.
Sorry, I can’t give you a precise answer.
All the partly contrary impression
mentioned above make up an very
interesting picture - and I like it!
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