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A RIKEN visitor unlike most visitors.
R.T. Kado, Neural Networks Laboratory, Frontier Research Program (RIKEN)

Writing something for the Riken
News becomes a very challenging task
when one is not a newly arrived, young
post-doc who is in Japan for the first
time. I am infact an old post-doc who has
been here many times in the past, my
first visit being in 1941, I was then 11
years old. I am biologically Japanese,
both my parents were Japanese, and by
accident of birth in California, I am a US
citizen who speaks some Japanese. I
have done my studies in Engineering,
Biophysies and Physiology and hold
degrees in Engineering and Physiology
from UCLA. Since 1970, I have lived and
worked in FRANCE and learned two
more languages, French and Italian.

Since 1990, I have been a regular
visitor to the Neural Networks
Laboratory of the Frontier Research
Program.

Unfortunately, anything I could say
about the science in the FRP and the
RIKEN has been extensively reported in
articles which appeared last year in
Science and in Nature.

Therefore, I have decided to share
with you some personal impressions of
how a semi Japanese turned European
sees Japan in relation to the world.

Through visits over more 50 years, I
have been a privileged witness to the
great many changes which have occurred

in Japan. These changes are all the more
impressive for me as my earlier visits
were at longer intervals. Many of the
changes in the everyday lives of the
people in Japan are similar to those I
have experienced in the last 20 years in
Europe. However, just as I find many
shops, restaurants and cafes with
European names in Japan, things
Japanese are beginning to appear in
Europe. For example, a few years ago, it
could not have been imagined that one
could order sushi to be delivered by
motorcycle in Paris. Today it is possible
but still expensive. Paris now has its
own Japanese quarter, as had many west
coast cities in the US of my childhood.
But in Paris it is'a different phenomena.
The Japanese quarter is not in the
poorest parts of the city as it was in the
US, it is near the Opera, a very
expensive part of the city. This quarter
is mostly frequented by the many
Japanese business men who are in Paris
and the Japanese tourists who had been
missing their Ocha-zuke. While the
French are very well known for their
loyalty to French cuisine, many
Parisians now satisfy their curiosity by
going to have dinner in the quarter.

Sushi has become well known in Paris
and Yaki-soba may yet become a French

word! There are Japanese restaurants
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throughout Paris as well. Most of these
are Yaki Tori shops, some experimenting
with the 600 varieties of cheese in
France as ingredients for this form of
cooking. If they are successful, we can
expect to see Yaki-guyere or Yaki-
Camembert in Tokyo.

One of the changes which has taken
place in Japan is with the Japanese taste
in coffee. By the 1960's American coffee
had become the standard in Japan with
the usual Japanese twist. If one ordered
"Kohhee" what invariably arrived was a
very dilute coffee with milk and sugar.
My idea of the best black coffee is the
espresso. While it is usually identified as
Italian, its origins is more likely from the
Greek and Turkish coffees.

People generally find expresso to be
bitter and too strong because it is made
using less water. I think that taking an

expresso at breakfast and another at
lunch gives the drinker less caffeine than
many cups of dilute coffee all day long.

I have known Japanese colleagues
whose afternoon's work was completely
disrupted by having one cup of expresso
with me after lunch. But I think this is
changing as I see younger Japanese
consume large amounts of coffee during
the day. These people will not be affected
by an espresso or two.

Among many changes, these are a
few which I can describe in a few words.
I think the future will see much more
adoption of tastes in food as well as in
culture across the world. But then, will
it still be such an interesting place?
Only if the adoption is in harmony with
the people themselves and not just
imitating.

BIFTHELTW3 75 XAHRE
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