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Do you know "Go" ? If you are from
one of the countries in eastern or
southern Asia I am sure you will say
"yes", otherwise most of you will answer
"no", although you already know much
about Japanese athletics and culture
such as Sumo, Kabuki and so on. This is
the main reason why I would like to
choose Go as the subject of this article
when I was invited to write something to
RIKEN NEWS.

"Go" is a kind of games played on a
field with 19 x 19 check points between
two persons, one keeps white stones and
the other black stones. It is played in a
sequence of one black stone then one
white stone. Its rule is very simple. But
it involves so many possible changes that
even now the most powerful "Go" expert
system on a computer is still at the same
level as beginners of human being
although the chess expert system once
won the champion of the world.

Go (it's called as Weichi) was
originally created in China about five
thousand years ago. It became very
popular during the prosperous times of
China, and there even were professional
Weichi players from the Tang Dynasty
(about 1200 years ago) and at that time
Weichi was introduced into Japan (it's
called as Go in Japanese) and
international games between Japan and
China were played from that time. Now
Go is considered as a kind of game and
there are professional players in China,
Japan and Korea. But the more one can
understand about Go, the more he will
feel that it seems to be something like
culture more than merely a kind of
game. Actually it has very closed
relations with the development of local
culture. According to my own
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WHAT I KNOW ABOUT "GO"

by Shengping Wang

experiences of Go, I feel that the more I
understand about Go, the more I profit
from it. It trains one's ability to keep in
calm state of mind no matter he is in
leading position or not. The thinking
way of Go will be helpful to develop one's
ability to make the correctest decisions
at any time. Playing Go needs such
spirits as both fighting spirit and
keeping in peace spirit. An exciting
game is an artistic treat more than
simply a game. To appreciate a game of
Go, one is possible to feel the beauty and
harmony just like the appreciation of a
painting or a performance of music.
Anyway, I have learned very much about
human life from Go.

About ten years ago I began to play
"Go", or "Weichi" in China, and I was
really fascinated by the interesting
intelligent games and even now I still
keep great interest. As Japan has the
most powerful professional players (I am
fun of some of them) in the world, so
before I came in Japan I have already
known Japan from two main aspects, one
is the advanced technology and the other
is "GO".

After I came in RIKEN the first
thing which excited me was that I found
there is a Go club in RIKEN, although I
encountered the problem of language at
that time. After joined the club I found
that the level of the players in RIKEN is
very high, maybe higher than fifth Dan
(it's a symbol to describe Go ability) and I
have fortunately been awarded the
fourth Dan according to my ability in
Go by RIKEN Go Club. Another thing
which interested me was that Japan Go
Association had done much work in
detail to improve the Go ability of Go
funs. And they have done a lot to
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introduce Go to the world. Also, some
powerful professional players provide
answers to the problems in one's life
according to their understand of Go. In
last Oct. 10, the Athletics Day of Japan, I
once met one of my most favourite
professional Go players, Takemiya
sensei, in Ueno Park where more than
110 games were held at same time and I
played a game with him. Before I visited
Japan I was told that the Go population
in Japan is more than ten millions and is
still increasing, I thought it's
unbelievable. When I met so many Go
funs in Ueno Park then I believe it is
true.

Recently I had joined the
tournament of Go in RIKEN. During the
week days it is possible to play one or two
games during lunch time. But, I feel that
it is also very enjoyable and interesting
to read the game records by professional

players. So I often buy the Go Weekly
which is published by JGA.

Maybe someone will ask how can
one make one's brain get relaxed if one
plays Go in amateur times because
research work need to use brain. From
my experience, I find that if I play Go for
not too long time, it will be a relax of
brain. To enjoy and seek to understand
the strategy, tactics and artistry of Go is
more important than purely to win a
game.

Finally I would like to use this
opportunity to express my sincere
gratitude to Dr. Makinouchi and Prof.
Nakagawa who made it possible for me
to visit RIKEN. Thank everyone, both
Go players and not Go players, who make
me spend so many happy days in Japan.
I wish you win more games in scientific
research.
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