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SCIENTIFIC COLLABORATION AND COOPERATION BETWEEN JAPAN
AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES : AN INTRODUCTION

Quite a long time has passed since I
was asked for the first time by the Editor of
RIKEN News to write something in this
news letter. But what I was asked for is to
write something concerning the difference
between Japan and my country, difference
related to the way of thinking, culture and
so on. I was not motivated at all to deal with
such kind of subject and tried, in many
occasions, to decline the proposal politely in
the Japanese way. However, insisting as a
"Gaijin? the Editor did not stop to convince
me about the request. Thus, to avoid a kind
of misunderstanding "Gaijin vs Naijin", Oh!
excuse-me, is just a joke. I want to say, a
misunderstanding between He and I,
finally I consented to write.

Nevertheless, instead of his proposed
subject, I found better to introduce or to
revive a debate on the theme: Scientific
Collaboration and Cooperation between
Japan and foreign countries.In fact, this
corner is entitled: Science brings us
together. It seems doubtful for me that
science can bring us together when we
should merely introduce our countries, talk
about culture differences and so on, just for
the sake of filling RIKEN News. Because,
firstly, subjects of this kind are too delicate
and complex that writing them on a single
page cannot produce the anticipated result
of mutual understanding in view to
approach each other. Secondly, of course
there is differences. But, these differences
concern only the aspect of things. Basically,
as human beings living in the same planet,
we have in the depth of our lives and
lifestyles many things in common. For
simple illustration, there is in this planet
many races of people each characterized
with different physical aspects: blue eyes,
straight hairs, white skin, brownish skin,

by Dr. Nzunzu Lami

and so on. But as human, people in each
race have a body with eyes, hair, skin, the
same physiological functions, the same
feelings and so on.Thirdly, being from
different countries, distinguishing aspects
of each other are almost well known.

However, about similarities only few are

known. Therefore, writing on culture,

lifestyle similarities, ete. can induce, I am
sure, more approaching effect of each other
rather than talking on differences.

Further, as a corner which aims to
bring us together by means of science, and
since science is and should always be
borderless, debates on scientific
collaboration and cooperation between
Japan and foreign countries will fit in with
the corner.Accordingly, I would like to
introduce or to revive the above subject.
This time I would like to focus briefly on the
theme: why should Japan collaborate and
cooperate scientifically with other
countries?

The concept of scientific collaboration and

cooperation and its implementation are not

new. Old developed countries of America
and Europe have, since a long time ago,
paved the way for this by accepting foreign
scholars and researchers to study and work
in their countries, and also by dispatching
some of their specialists and technicians to
teach -student in foreign countries.

Recently, as a newly developed country,

Japanese is implementing very strong and

well coordinated programs in this matter.

Among the multiple reasons leading to this,

four major ones can be noticed.

1) The need of scientific information and
experiences exchange with foreign
countries.

2) Stimulation of positive emulation spirit
among Japanese and foreign scientists.



3) Exchange of scientific materials with
foreign countries.

4) To allow foreign researchers from
developing countries to help to develop
their respective countries. In fact, Japan
has proven that the real and sustaining
development of a country depends greatly
on science and technology.

While all the four points above are
meaningful for establishing scientific
collaboration and cooperation with any
foreign country, the point 3) above seems to
be very important for Japan about its
scientific relationship with developing
countries. Considering the research fields of
bioscience and natural products for example,
many developing countries, such as my
country Zaire, having rich and various
natural products and biodiversities (tropical
forest sheltering many forms of life, etc.) are
interesting sources of scientific materials and
observatory spots from the standpoint of
natural products chemistry and bioscience
basic and applied researches. Unfortunately,
as for my country Zaire, many of these
developing countries do not have the basic
scientific infrastructure for scientific
research. For its part, Japan has enough
scientific infrastructure for research. But, in
the above mentioned fields for example,
Japan depends greatly on foreign countries,
especially developing countries, for natural
materials. Accordingly, there is a real
interest to establish strong scientific
collaboration and cooperation between Japan
and developing countries. This collaboration
and cooperation with developing countries
will be very effective if long program joint
researches can be settled between Japan and
these countries. During these joint ventures,
exchange of scientists should be extended on
a relatively long period with possibility of
term extensions according to the importance
of the research theme and preliminary
results. On the other hand, providing
scientists from developing countries with

some modest scientific equipment would be
very helpful for the establishment of
laboratory twinning with their host
laboratory in Japan to keep on scientific
collaboration once back to their countries.

In correlation with all the statements
above mentioned from points 1) to 4)
including the brief comment for point 3),
Japan can stimulate the activation of
research and exhibition of creativity of its
own researchers as well as those of the
international community, and also the
intensification of international Science and
Technology.

Still many things can be written down
about this matter. Nevertheless, this article
intends just to suggest the theme and
introduce the debate. Therefore, I do hope
that visiting scientists from abroad will
contribute massively to this debate to
tighten scientific relationships with Japan.
Yet, I would like to propose the corner to be,
not only for scientists from abroad, but for
Japanese Scientists too. Their experiences
with foreigner scientists here in Japan or
during their stay in foreign countries can
enlighten the readers of RIKEN news about
scientific collaboration and cooperation.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Prof. Kiyoshi Isono (Former Head of
Antibiotics Lab.), Dr. Hiroyuki Osada (Head
of Antibiotics Lab.) and all the members of
Antibiotics Laboratory of RIKEN for their
great will for scientific collaboration with
me through zairean natural materials and
for their support. I am very indebted to Dr.
Akira Sakurai for introducing me to the
above laboratory. Thanks are also due to the
President Minoru Oda and other
personalities of RIKEN whose international
spirit make RIKEN a real international
forum for Scientists. Gratitude is also
expressed to the Japanese government and
STA of Japan for the promotion of science
and technology on the international arena.
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