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Parsvanath Temple (Khajuraho)

For many Indians to write few words
about their country is difficult task. I am
sure that except for Indians, for every
national it is a thrilling job to talk about
their country. It is very difficult to say
something about the vast nation, a country
of very old historical beauty, a country
whose civilization has its roots deep in 5000
years of history.

Let me take this opportunity to
introduce briefly the culture and traditions
of India. India, as a matter of fact, is a
complete heterogeneous society. It is
impossible to generalize the so-called
Indianess in anyway of human life. It may
be easy to understand India, if you imagine
the whole Europe continent as one country
and compare with India (leave the economic
conditions aside). When you travel from
extreme north to south or from east to west,
you feel as if you crossed as many as ten
countries. There is no better way to see
India and its people. You can spend a life-
time traveling in our trains, and still there
will be parts of India that you will have
missed and will want to see; or places that
you will want to revisit. In India, your
traveling days are never over. In this short
note I will try to explain how heterogeneous

the Indian society is.

India-Unity in Diversity

by Bonala Radha Rani

If I start with language, on every
Indian currency (Rupee) note you can find
14 languages. But do not understand that
India has got only 14 languages. If you
spend several years working on languages

you can find more than thousand languages.
It is not exaggeration. Of course most of
them do not have so called commercial
values and some do not have even script.
But many of them have got great literary
values. India is proud of giving birth to
Rabindranath Tagore, who won the Noble
Prize in literature for his book "Gitanjali" in
Bengali language. The official national
language is Hindi, but the medium of

instruction in most part of the country is

English. Being an Indian, I am proud to say
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that three Indian languages (Hindi, Urdu,
Bengali) are in the list of fifteen major

languages of the world.
Regarding religion, though majority of

the people are Hindus, India is proud of
having all major religions of the world. It is
not completely correct to say that India is
full of Temples. Very historic churches,
mosques and gurudwaras (holy place for
Sikhs) are there in India. In general,
traditional dress is sari, usually six yards of
unstiched material worn by women. But
the way of wearing the saree is different
from one state to another. It is not just the
profusion of the sari which will strike the
visitor. It is multifacious ways in which it is
drapped. pleated, folded, tucked and tied, as
also the fact that it is worn today very much
as it was five thousand years ago. Many
people think that India is a hot country. It
is completely incorrect. In the far north, the
Himalayan mountains, snow covered
sentinels, separate India from the rest of
Asia. So the northern states are chilly and
experience heavy snow fall during winter.
From north to south the climate gradually
changes from cold to hot. The variation in
the climate naturally reflects in the colour
of the people. So one can see all coloured
people only in India.

Regarding the food, most of the
Indians get confused when they face these

questions. Food habits are different from

one state to another. Curry is a common

item among majority of the states. People
in southern states eat rice with very spicy
curries and northern people eat wheat (do
you know chapathi?) and their curries are
not so spicy. If you walk in any big city of
India you may notice restaurants named as
South Indian, Gujarathi, Punjabi, Bengali,
North Indian and so on. It is as similar as
you find Italian, French, American and
Chinese restaurants in Tokyo. Indians too
have to take care of their favourite food
when they travel around India.

About the living standards, here too
one can see all kinds of living standards.
Very rich and very poor live together side by
side. Both are happy in their own way.
India is paradise for rich people and
graceful mother for the poorest of the poor.
Concludingly, if anyone wants to learn
about different people of all corners of the
world, the better, easy and cheapest way is
to visit India. These words are not mine.
One European who stayed in India for long
time commented like that. Is it true? Visit

India.
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Golden Temple (Amritsar)
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