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Two years has passed since I came to
Japan. A trip to the mysterious exotic
countries of the Far East is a wish of almost
everyone in the western hemisphere. My
first images of Japan come out of the books
of the Novelist, Pearl Back, which I used to
read as an elementary school student. They
spoke about a world different from the
western, obeying rules that I could not
understand, but never the less seemed to be
so attractive.

Now, after living in Japan for two
years, I got used to things that looked
strange at the beginning, and customs
which I often find hard to accept.

The impression upon arrival at Narita
is the big crowd. Coming from Greece, a
country of only eight million, one feels lost
in the crowds of Shinjuku and other
business centers of Tokyo. However, it was
a pleasant surprise to find out that there is
security, in contrast to other big cities of the
world. The Japanese in an overwhelming
majority are law abiding people.

To the rest of the world Japan is today
an economic power, that was almost
overnight reborn from complete destruction
after World War II. It was through the hard
work of Japanese people that this was

' A FEW THOUGHTS ABOUT JAPAN

by Dr. Maria Konstantopoulou

achieved. Unfortunately, little, if not at all,
leisure time is left to the ordinary man to
relax, something which is indispensable
part of the life of all working people in
Western societies. But Japanese people are
patient, they seldom complain, even for

such big problems as the housing shortage.

It seems to me that the Japanese
society, as a consequence of being isolated
for many centuries, is governed by different
rules than any other. Even today, after one
century exposure to foreign influences,
these rules are still strict. However, they
have managed to catch up with the pace of
modern times, and have proved eager to

learn from the West.

Concluding, I would like to say that
Japan has a lot to teach the rest of the world
today, but at the same time has still a lot to

learn from it.
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