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"Japan-Well-known for its financial
strength, productive workforce and unique
culture."

"Tokyo-capital of Japan. The place that I
have always wanted to visit."

Although I have been back to
Singapore for about two months, the unique
and interesting experience I encountered in
Japan is still fresh in my mind.

The major problem I encountered in
Japan is the language barrier. I DO NOT
SPEAK JAPANESE! While most of the
staff in RIKEN speak and understand
English, it is a totally different story outside
RIKEN. I applied the techniques of pattern
recognition and pattern matching when
travelling on railway and subway! I
followed either the depth-first search or the
breadth-first search algorithm when
shopping in Ueno, Ikebukuro, etc. to make
sure that I could return to the original spot.
What I had learnt in Computer Science was
indeed put to good practical use!

The railway and subway systems in
Tokyo are indeed impressive! One could get
to almost any location in Tokyo using the
railway and subway systems. This is
different from the subway system in
Singapore (called the Mass Rapid Transit or
MRT for short) which does not even reach

by Nah Fui Hoon

all housing estates. MRT is still at a young
age and most out-of-town places are only
serviced by the Singapore Bus Systems
(SBS). The size of the MRT stations are
small compared to huge stations such as
Tokyo and Ikebukuro stations.

Sakura! Cherry Blossom! These are
phrases that I have always heard of in
Singapore but do not quite appreciate until I
was in Japan. I was lucky enough to "catch"
the cherry blossom period when I was in
Japan. When I walked under those fully
bloomed Sakura trees in Ueno Park, it was
like walking among clouds. As the wind
blew, the petals of Sakura started falling
down and it was like snowing. Really pretty!
Finally, I saw with my own eyes the beauty
of Sakura and understand why Sakura is
the Japanese' favourite.

It was indeed a very fruitful
experience for me-both in terms of research

exposure and "cultural shock".
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