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If any person asked me three years
ago, if I could imagine living in Japan for
over two years, I had roared at such
question. It was absolutely clear for me that
never I would have such a possibility.
Because, I would not get any permission
from my government to go abroad during
my working life time. (I had unsuccessfully
tried to obtain such permission with an
invitation to work in the U.S.A. and also to
visit my 79 years old relative.) Perhaps, I
would get such permission after finishing
my working life time. But I would never
have enough money to pay such an
expensive trip and stay. Now I am certainly
here for more than two years.

I am sure, you have guessed that I
come from East Germany. I am a graduated
female biochemist, engaged in the inves-
tigation of the enzyme cytochrome P-450,
which is ubiquitous in all living organisms,
localized in mitochondrial and microsomal
compartments. It has important functions
in the metabolism of steroid hormones and
foreign compounds such as drugs, carcino-
gens, pesticides and others. In the Institute
of Molecular Biology of the former Academy
of Sciences of the German Democratic
Republic in Berlin-Buch, I realized immu-
nological, fluorescence spectroscopical and
quantumchemical investigations mostly on
reconstituted cytochrome P-450 enzyme
systems. After the change of power in my
country in 1989, the above mentioned
Academy of Sciences should be closed
according to the Treaty of Unification to be
effective on the date December 31, 1991. A
new scientific institute should be founded in
stead of the old one. It had been unclear for

"A Supprising Chance"

by Dr. Waltraut Schwarze

more than two years, which of the personnel
could continue their scientific work; but it
was clear that the number of stuff members
would drastically be reduced. I knew that
my chance to stay would be very small; until
that time I could not go abroad, I reported
none of my own scientific results in
international congresses, I had no joint
work with anybody from abroad, and
therefore, nobody knew me. How should I
do to improve such bad situation? I was to
go outside by using any of new possibilities!
Then I was looking for outside offers, and
chose the grant of the Science and
Technology Agency of Japan from among
three possibilities.

Adding to continuing my investiga-
tions on cytochrome P-450, I learn new
scientific methods to live in another
continent (not only in another country) with
another culture, to try to learn Japanese
speaking and writing, and also to under-
stand as much as possible thinking and
feelings of Japanese people. During my
spare time, I am engaged in making any of
Origami figures and in visiting beautiful
parks and museums. And here in your
country, I am learning to feel as a German
which I have never felt. In the GDR I felt no
nationality. I think no Japanese can under-
stand this fact. I see here, that any of
Japanese people is proud of his country and
its achievements, isn't it? My national
feeling started to develop with the process of
wall opening. That was a long stepwise act
experienced mostly on "my" part of boarder
wall in Berlin-Mitte, only two minutes from
my apartment. But this is another story
and should not be told here.
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