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Doing Science While Experiencing Culture

Richard Walton
The Laboratory of Synthetic Cellular Chemistry

My name is Richard Walton and I have
been working in the Laboratory of Synthetic
Cellular Chemistry under Dr. Tomoya
Ogawa for the past year.

I am from the United States and was
born and raised in Little Rock, Arkansas.
Culturally, Arkansas is part of the
American South. The northwestern half of
the state consists of the Ozark mountain
region, while the Southeastern portion is
flat and suitable for farming. Large
amounts of rice and soybeans are grown in
Arkansas. Although Japanese rice tastes
very good, I do miss the variety of rice
available in Arkansas.

My state has been in the news
recently, since my governor, Bill Clinton,
will be the Democratic Party's nominee for
President of the United States and face
George Bush in the November election.
Between now and that time there will be a
great deal of attention, both positive and
negative, focused on Arkansas.

Several times since arriving in Japan,
I have been asked about my personal family
history. From what I know, most of my
ancestors came from Germany and the
British Isles. "Walton" is an English name,
and I have several ancestors named "Smith"
which came from the German "Schmidt".

Born and raised in Arkansas, I moved
to North Carolina to attend Graduate
School at Duke University. After finishing
work on my degree in Organic Chemistry, I
came to Japan and RIKEN to work as a
Science and Technology Agency fellow.

In addition to the chance to work in
such an excellent and well known research
group, I was very excited about the
opportunity to live here in Japan. Not only
are the traditional cultures of Japan and the
West quite different, but Japan has recently

Richard Walton

become one of the most important economic
and political powers in the world. I have not
been disappointed. Not only am I learning a
great deal of chemistry, it seems as if I am

learning something new about Japanese

culture each and every day.

Travel: Last summer, I traveled to
Northern Kyushu and visited quite a few
places there and along the way. Although I
really enjoyed each of the places I visited,
my favorite place in Japan has to be Kyoto.
The many old buildings and treasures in
Kyoto are very beautiful. There seems to be
a different and interesting temple or shrine
on almost every corner. It is also very easy
to walk around Kyoto since there appears to
be a design behind the placement of the
streets, unlike Tokyo.

Japanese Food: I like almost all of
the Japanese food that I have tried. Sushi,
sashimi, udon, rosu katsu, tempura and
onigiri are wonderful. I have even tried and
enjoyed Fugu. The only Japanese foods that
I do not really like are Japanese pickles
(tsukemono) and natto. I do not like to eat
pickles even in the United States and natto
smells so horrible that I find it difficult to
eat.
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Tokyo: Everything in Japan seems to
be centered around Tokyo which makes this
is a very interesting place to work and live.
There are many things to do and places to
visit. When I have the time, I enjoy going to
the many festivals held in and around
Tokyo.

Trains and Subways: The public
transportation is very convenient here in
Japan, even though the trains can be
extremely crowded. My American friends
find it difficult to believe that I have not
driven a car in more than a year. This
situation would not be possible in the
United States.

Earthquakes and Typhoons: I had
never experienced an earthquake or a
typhoon before coming to Japan. Up to this
point the earthquakes have only been
interesting and not serious. I hope that I am
not here when the really big earthquake
hits Tokyo.

The Japanese Language: Like most
gaijins, I find Japanese is very difficult to

learn. Onyomi vs. kunyomi and the various
ways in which Japanese people speak
indirectly can be very difficult for an
English speaker. Although my Japanese
will never be good, the longer I live here, the
more I understand the Japanese spoken
around me.

RIKEN: The research environment
here at RIKEN is very nice. I have never
before worked at an institute which tries to
combine so many different areas of
research. It is very interesting to have
contact with people whose research is quite
different from my own. The way RIKEN
encourages international participation also
makes this a stimulating place to work.

I am certainly very lucky to have had
the opportunity to work in an excellent
research group and at the same time
experience a different and very interesting
culture. After returning to the United
States, I am sure that I will keep in touch
with the many friends that I have made
here in Japan.
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