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THE SOCIETY AND THE ENVIRONMENT IN FRANCE

France, the place where I came from, is
an industrialized country as well as many
other countries in the world. Because of this
status, it has a special responsibility in the
environment protection. Following the
worldwide tendency, the conscious of such
problems has appeared in France
approximately 10 or 15 years ago and since
then, has grown more and more. Before the
80's, industries got more worried about
producing as much as possible at low cost, it
means without taking any measure about
their own pollution. Somebody told my that
when he was working as a chemist student
in a chemical factory, each morning he had
to remove the dead birds from the place
around the chimney. I let you imagine what
kind of gas could be ejected from that
chimney.

But the ideas have changed and money
can also be used to build facilities in order to
solve the pollution problems. There is a big
lake near the french Alps, called the lake of
Annecy. The reputation of this lake was
very bad because it was known as the most
polluted one among all the lakes of that
region. One day, politicians took the
decision to clean it by means of a facility, a
kind of factory which purified the water.
Experts said that it would take 50 years
until the lake becomes clean again.
Actually, it recovered in five years and is
now one of the cleanest lake in Europe...
This story tells us two things. First, we
don't know much about the dynamics of life.
Sometimes, pollution problems seem
impossible to be solved but in reality, it
needs just a help and nature recovers by
itself. Second, the politicians have a role to
play in the decisions about environment and
they can have a real positive impact.

However, nowadays a lot of places are
still very dirty. The Rhein river is so
polluted that Dutch can't use it to water

Alain Ferragut

Jheir flowers. It wasn't always so. I
remember my grandfather said he used to
swim in that river.. There are different
industries which are involved in this
pollution. At the borders between France,
Germany and Switzerland, the
concentration of chemical plants is very
important. Under normal operation
conditions, these plants discard a lot of toxic
products into the water. Sometimes the
water colour is blue, sometimes red or
yellow and so on. But when an accident
occurs, then it is worse. Three years ago,
there was a very memorable one when toxic
gas spread in air and water. At the same
time, a neighboring plant, knowing that an
accident had occurred, discarded
deliberately toxic products in the river so
that they didn't have to spend money for the
treatment anymore. They were hoping that
people would believe, the plant where the
accident had occurred was also responsible
for the second pollution... Fortunately,
nobody was injured.

Moreover there is also another source
of pollution for the Rhein, the potash mine
industry. A certain kind of salt is a by-
product of the potash extraction and cannot
be used later, so that it can be considered as
an industrial waste. In the early days, the
salt was stored outside. The consequence
was that many small hills of potash salt (50-
100m high) appeared in the landscape. As it
was not beautiful at all, one tried to find
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