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The "Unusual” and the "Different"

Having spent just over three years in
Japan, I find myself putting pen to paper for
the RIKEN newsletter for the second time.
Coming up with something interesting to
write about was quite a challenge this time.
I find that having settled here in Japan
things that I may have found myself
expressing feelings about a few years ago no
longer come to mind, so I was faced with a
problem, what was I going to write about?
Well I suppose if you spend time in another
country then there is always the chance that
you will run into the "unusual”, the
"interesting", and the "writeaboutable"
experience.

Recently, thanks to a close friend of mine
What I
experienced was a wedding, which to most

I had sych an experience.

people is not all that unusual however this
was a wedding with a difference. Firstly, it
was a wedding which brought together two
people of different cultures and secondly, the
ceremony took place in a Zen Buddhist
temple. The husband of the married couple
is a fellow countryman and good friend. His
wife is a beautiful Japanese girl who hails
from Kobe where the wedding took place.
The place as I have mentioned was a Zen
Buddhist temple through which runs, the
1350 longitudinal line which marks the
centre of Japan.

The ceremony was small, on the grooms
side five people attended, his parents, elder
brother, myself and one other friend. On the
brides side, family, close relatives and a few

Patrick O'Keeffe

friends. Special considerations were made
by the buddhist monks to ensure everyone
would feel at home. Five chairs were placed
would feel at home. Five chairs were placed
on the tatami floor of the temple for the
grooms family and friends and wedding
rings were exchanged inkeeping with more
western style marriages. When the wedding
ceremony finished due to the "unusual”
nature of the event a news reporter from the
local newspaper was present to interview
the parents of the bride and groom. The
following day in Tokyo a party was held to
celebrate the marriage with family and
friends. The idea of an International Zen
Buddhist was indeed "unusual" and
"different" to those people who had not
attended the ceremony the precious day.

However, I sometimes feel we may spend
too much time noticing the "unusual” and
the "different". I think I learned something
important from the Zen Buddhist monks
that day, which is, that differences are not
so important but should be incorporated in
order to realize the important things.
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