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MY LITTLE PARADISE - SINGAPORE

My name is Wong Weng Fai (or Weng-Fai Wong in Western
style) and I am from the Republic of Singapore. It is a honour for
me to have this opportunity to introduce the little paradise I call
home, Singapore.

Singapore was founded as a trading post for the now defunct
British Empire in 1819 by Sir Stanford Raffles. She became an
independent nation on 9th August 1965. Geographically,
Singapore is located at the tip of the Malay Peninsula and just 1
degree north of the equator. She saddles the Strait of Malacca
and the South China Sea and thus is the link between the Indian
and the Pacific Ocean. Her position on this strategic trade route
had and still has an important impact on the culture and society
of Singapore. With the current population of 3 million living in
an area which is about the same size as all of Tokyo's "ku"s
combined, Singapore is one of the densest populated city in Asia
and in fact is a city-state. Through the hard work of her people,
Singapore now enjoy one of the highest standards of living in
Asia and is aspiring to reach the current standard of living of
such advanced countries like Switzerland and The Netherlands
before the end of the century.

Let me take this opportunity to introduce briefly the attractions
of Singapore which never fail to impress and amuse foreigners
and Singaporeans alike. When you land in Singapore's Changi
InternationalAirport, located in the north-eastern part of the
island, you are landing in the best airport in the world. It has
been voted best consistently for several years now by travellers
and traveller magazines. Within a 30 minute drive by the East
Coast Highway, you would pass through the Benjamin Sheares
Bridge, an excellent place to catch the nightlights of Singapore,
and enter the city center. Singapore is a place of many
"without"s. She does not have much land, neither resources (for
example, drinking water is bought from Malaysia) nor
agriculture. but on the positive side, she also does not have
earthquakes, mountains, volcanoes or typhoons. Thus, the
problem of lack of space is circumvented by "vertical
development". Assuch, it is a place of high rise buildings. Hotels
and offices are high. There is a 72 floor hotel (the world's tallest
hotel) and a 75 floor bank with yet taller ones in the pipeline.
Also, most of the pecple lived in high rise flats. Ilive on the 4th
floor of a 16 floor high block of flats together with some 400 or
more other househeolds. Yet, we have been very careful in
preventing the city from turning into a concrete jungle.
Everywhere there is an abundance of trees and other flora thus
earning Singapore the title of "Garden City"”. While on the
subject of greens, there is a piece of land in the heart of the island

which is designed as the natural reserve. Blessed with its

by Wong Weng Fai
tropical climate, this tiny piece of reserve boast of more flora
variety than the entire United States. Nature lovers going to
Singapore should not miss this.

But what make Singapore really special is the people.
Singapore's population is largely immigrant by origin consisting
of Chinese, Malays, Indians, Eurasians, Arabs and a rich mix
from different parts of the world. The British segregated the
people by their races and thus established places like Chinatown,
Malay village and Little India. Today, the people of various
races now mix freely and live harmoniously together in the
housing estates. Still, such places provide the opportunity for the
individual races to promote their own cultures and are still
places of adventure and fascination even for Singaporeans such
as myself. Singapore is therefore, a place where the cultures
keep their own unique identities while working and living as one
people. A case in point is public holiday. Singapore celebrates
the Chinese New Year, Vesak Day (the Buddhists' holiest day),
Hari Raya (the end of the Muslims' fasting month of Ramadan),
Haji (the Muslims' pilgrimage day), Deepavali (the Hindu New
Year), Good friday (Christ's crucifixion), Christmas, the western
New Year and National Day. This, I think, reflect the kind of
balance that Singapore stands for. As an aside, the above list is
exhaustive. There is no summer or winter holiday. together
with the fact that most offices have a five and a half day working
week, you can see that Singaporeans work fairly hard.

But for me, the most important impact this mix of culture have
is on my stomach. If there is one thing that a true blooded
Singaporean will complain to you about what he or she missed
most in Singapore is the FOOD! I am not well travelled but
nowhere in the world have I found the variety, taste and price of
food comparable to that of Singapore. Chinese, Malay, French,
Italian, Indonesian, Indian, Japanese, Mexican, Thali,
Vietnamese... the list just goes on. Of course, they are available
here too but not with the variety and price-to-taste ratio that one
can easily find in Singapore. I have to stop talking about this
subject... it is making me salivate.

I must admit that living in a small country like Singapore can
cause claustrophobic feelings at times. But Malaysia is just a 30
minute drive north across a bridge called the Causeway. Itisa
popular retreat for Singaporeans and tourists. Also, by a 45
minute ferry south, you will reach Indonesia. Since these two
countries are unique in their own ways, they are the "always-
available" hinterlands for the adventurous or those who just
wants to get away for a while.

I know that I have done a bad job of bringing across the feeling
of being Singaporean but I guess you just have to come to
Singapore, see and feel for yourself the warmth of the tropics and

her people.
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