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EGYPT's 5000 years of recorded history is characterized by
remarkable civilizations of people rich in GOD-given and
man-made resources. Although the most of other great
nations experienced declines and falls after rising to their
zenith, the people of EGYPT have demonstrated a unique
capacity to rebuild their civilization in every age and to
remodel it within a new framework, even after centuries of
foreign occupation.

Like the Phoenix, a miraculous Egyptian bird which cast
itself into flames to arise rejuvenated from ashes after 500
years of life, the Egypt's civilization was reborn from its
ruins, not once but several times.

It was in Egypt, some 6000 years ago, the technology was
created with the weaving of cloth, the introduction of copper
tools and the production of consumers' goods by an organized
collective effort. It was also in Egypt, at about the same time
that the people revolutionized the agriculture with the
development of new irrigation techniques, the use of animals
as beasts of burden and the invention of plough and shaduf, a
device that made the arising water from rivers into canals
possible for the first time. Then, only a few centuries after
the foundation of their state, that is to say some 5200 years
ago, the people of Egypt gave birth to the greatest
civilization of their time with the development of a highly
flexible script (hieroglyphics) and of writing materials such
as sheets made from papyrus plant (from which the word
"paper" is derived) and palettes holding ink of several colors.
This made possible a wide range of literary works including
educational texts, political and philosophical meditations,
the world's first treatise on scientific medicine, poetry and
some of the greatest religious writings of the ancient world.
Among the remnants of this civilization one example is the
great pyramid at Giza, one of the seven wonders of the
ancient world, built in the 26th century B.C. Egypt fell to
the Assyrians in the 7th century B.C., to the Persians in the
6th century B.C. and to the Greeks under Alexander the
Great in the 4th century B.C. Throughout these centuries,
the Egypt's civilization had a remarkable feature that it did

EGYPT AND CIVILIZATION

by M.M. Mohamed,
Cellular Physiology Laboratory

not succumbed to the influence of successive invaders but
exercised its influence on theirs so powerfully. The Egypt's
one was so attractive so that the invaders eventually
assimilated it by adopting its culture and religion though
they had defeated them in battles. The Romans were the
first invaders to resist assimilation and the Arabs the first
ones which had brought their own culture to the people of the
land together with the teachings of Islam expressed in the
Holy Koran. The nation which had imparted its civilization
further so long to the rest of the world was now for the first
time at the receiving end. Not only did the Egyptian accept
the new religion and the Arab culture values, but they set
out to contribute their own genius to the spread of the former
and the development of the latter.

The way to arrival of the 1980s was opened by the
revolution in July 1952, in which a group of free officers led
by Gamal Abd El-Nasser forced King Farouk to abdicate.
Nasser's social, judicial and land reforms gave a strong
impetus to industrial development. During his presidency,
Egypt achieved a new international stature.

Finally, I would like to introduce modern Egypt in a few
sentences. Egypt is moving from the status of a
predominantly agrarian country to that of an industrial one.
However, the agriculture in its mechanized form, is playing
a vital role. Onthe other hand, the construction of industries
is the center of the development of Egyptian economy. In
recent years also, Egypt has been not only to build industries
for the future but to repair them which were damaged during
five wars. The wars left extensive damages to the heavy
industrialized Suez area. Another important point is that
the education system in Egypt is now well organized.
However, still about 20% of educated pupils study in
different 14 public universities.

An important point for my private life is that I got my first
daughter in Japan three months ago and I knew two friends
from Egypt who are in the same case as me. I hope these new
offsprings help both countries for further progress and

development.
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