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SEKAI NO MINNA...

1992 is going to be a very important year in
my country. Perhaps you can guess where is it.
Yes, it is Spain, with the Olympics in Barcelona or
the less famous Universal Expo in Sevilla. Every
one there is busy preparing... and we hope there
is some job left by 1993. Ah, Spain! Someone
would say a country of diversities, a long history
(10km from my village are the remainders of 2000
year old town and buildings). Others would say
people famous for knowing how to enjoy “siesta”
or long evenings chatting in a bar, after a hot sum-
mer day. Some others would mention about nice
women dancing “sevillanas.” Not so well known
is the fact that not every Spaniard likes flamenco
or specially bullfights, that a Spanish designed and
built car has recently been popular in several other
West European countries, or that our scientific
level has dramatically improved. Even Spaniards
can be hard workers!

One of the nicest sides of science is that, as this
section reads, it brings us together. I have been
in Japan now for over one year. The two rea-
sons I decided to come were: the high standard
of research in the laboratory of Prof. Furuya,
who kindly offered me the opportunity, and
the assumption that meeting Japanese culture
and people would be really enriching. Both
expectations are been fulfilled. Luckily, and with
all kinds of assistance in the lab, research has been
somehow successfull up to now. I am really grate-
ful. But together with a few hard times, there
have been so many other nice experiences: The
first occasion when I felt I had a Japanese friend,
both inside and outside the lab; the chats with
some of the many interesting foreigners in Riken
(the fact that they also decided to come to Japan
makes them... a little special, anyway), those
chats talking first about Japanese, in general, until
realizing that every individual is different; the
feeling in a freezing morning on top of Fuji-san,
where generations have looked with a reverend
attitude at the Rising Sun; the time spent singing

by Enrique Lopez

together in the “international” choir in Wako
(3 foreigners among 35 quite nice people...);
the first understanding of the meaning of the verb
“gambaru” looking at the commuters returning
home in Tokyo’s subway very late in the evening;
the walks in Mt. Tsurugi or in Hiroshima’s Peace
Memorial Park, thinking about the value of life;
the sharing with several very good friends from
Japan and other Asian countries, some of them
with amazing lives, in a church (where else but
in Tokyo could one meet people from all over
Asia?); or finally the recent trip to Philippines
together with 20 “Nihonjin” willing to spare part
of their time and knowledge (science) for the sake
of those less fortunate. From this all, one common
feeling has emerged: there is nothing as beautiful
and important in the world as every single human
life. It is a pity that it took me so long to realize,
isn’t it? When this came clear to me, even a ride
in a crowded Yamanote train in Shinjuku at rush
hour could become an enjoyable time: every
single person there, and every where, is a treasure!

Let us finish with the tittle of a song I learned
here: “Sekai no minna kyodaisa.. .” Yes, “People
all over the world are brothers.”

Which part of Spain?
No, no, it is in Tokyo’s Yotsuya.
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