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NOW THAT'S RELIEF /

My name is Sharon Tucker-O’Brien and I'm
from Orange County, California. I am working at
Riken as a secretary for Professor Toshio Sata. Of
course that’s not the reason that I came to Japan.
My husband is a Microbiologist and works for
Frontier Research I have been in Japan for 2 years
and 2 months now.

My life in Japan has been very interesting and
enlightening, but I’ve had a difficult time getting
used to the fact that it is so crowded. In California
there is so much space and the weather there is nearly
perfect all year around. It gets hot in the summer
but it’s not humid, it’s a dry heat so it’s not too
uncomfortable. California is said to have it all.
We have beaches, mountains and for those who are
daring, the desert. I think that summertime is the
best time in California. Everybody is out, walking
around, shopping and having barbecue parties (Of
course, we do this all year around!). To people
who live on the east coast of America, Californian
people are said to be spoiled by the good weather

and personlly, I have to agree.

To live in Southern California you have to own
a car. The public transport system is almost non-
existent and for this reason we have a very bad
smog problem. I think it’s fascinating to look at
the freeways during rush hour traffic. It looks like
an endless used car lot! Actually, it reminds me
very much of the Yamanote line during rush hour.
CROWDED!

My parents live in Mission Viejo (About a 20-
minute drive from Disneyland), very close to the
Saddleback mountains. During the summer it gets
really hot there, but relief is close by. That is,
Laguna Beach which is about 20 minutes away.

10

by Sharon Tucker-O’Brien

I think that most people who live in Southern
California are about 20 minutes from the beach.
The water is pretty much warm all year around
so at any given time you can usually find some-
body surfing. Board surfing and, body surfing are
very popular sports in California. Ithink that
Californians are the most health conscious in
America. We’re fitness freaks!

Of course this description wouldn’t be com-
plete without mentioning HOLLYWOOD! Being
a native-Californian, to me, Hollywood is just an-
other neighborhood. There are people who come
to California specifically to see Hollywood, that
is, Hollywood Boulevard and Sunset Boulevard.
I must admit it is fun and it’s not unusual to see
a movie-star occasionally. There are a lot of good
stores to shop in, but the price-range is out of
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my budget. Still I like to window shop with my
friends. Of course this is what I like about Japan.
The shopping here is incredible but then, so are
the prices!

Now that we are coming into summer in Japan
my minds drifts back to the previous summers
spent here. 'm always surprised that I survived it.
But this year I have a new plan. When the heat
becomes unbearable, I'll pretend that I'm in a
restaurant in Laguna Beach sipping a nice, cold
strawberry daiquiri. Now that’s relief!
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