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A Canadian Mother : *Ambassador” to Japan
by Debbie Morrison

Of the many foreign researchers that come to work
at Riken, most come alone and some come with a
spouse. We came to Japan as a family of four for
a scheduled stay of a year and a half. As the wife
of an STA Fellow at Riken, and the mother of two
young children, I'm also a sort of ‘ambassador’ to
the people that I meet here in Japan during our stay.

In a sense, supporting my family and maintain-
ing our family life has not changed. There is still
the running of a household to be seen to. This is
made more difficult by different products, foods,
and being handicapped by a different language.
From being active and independent adults in our
own society, we have become illiterate and depen-
dent on the help of others. This dependence has
decreased over time but always remains. Riken staff,
and our new neighbours continue to be, our fun-
damental sources of help, support, and friendship.
Through them we learn about our neighborhood,
and have help to communicate with our children’s
schools.

As ‘ambassador’ I meet friends, neighbours, or
people at Riken. In a world that is changing so
rapidly, the extension of friendship, and acquiring
new understanding of other people is extremely
important.

To that extent, I try to meet people through a
variety of activities. Even something as simple as

present a scottish dance at Sumire Yochien.

having coffee with one of my Japanese neighbours
can turn into a culture, geography, and language
lessons, and lets me see into the lives of the people
I live near.

My husband and I also like to pursue our favour-
ite hobby, Scottish Country Dancing. This danc-
ing, originating from Scotland’s formal ballrooms
several centuries ago, is now a worldwide activity
— including several groups here in Japan. We enjoy
it for the challenge and the exercise, the social
contacts, and the chances of personal growth. Our
regret is that we are unable to attend functions
and regular dance activities here in Japan very often.
Commitments to work, our interest in touring
Japan as much as possible, and our regular life,
means that it is not always possible to attend the
dance functions. Also, the difficulty in finding
babysitters for our children has restricted our
dancing to special occasions. When we do make it
out, however, we find the group to be enthusiastic,
warm and welcoming. On a recent weekend, we
combined sight-seeing with dancing by going to
a special dance function in Sendai.

We will return to Canada in August, after
adding our third child to the family, and we’ll
have many warm and treasured memories of our
stay here.

our house in Suburban

A mother’s domain :
Canada.
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