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Observations on my
visit to Japan

by Dr. Peter Hackett

I write this as my friends at RIKEN prepa-
re to greet the new year. Obviously at this
time many of us will have a sense of
assessing the past, bidding farewell to pleas-
ant memories yet welcoming the future and
the opportunities it brings. So it is with me
as | prepare to leave RIKEN after an enjoya-
ble, hopefully successful, three months visit.

During my stay in Japan I have had occa-
sion to travel across the country. From
mountains of Nagano prefecture, where we
searched for the Matsutake mushroom with
three famous chemical engineers, to the
shores of Aoshima Island, where my family
played in bright sunshine in the middle of
December as their friends in Ottawa woke up
to greet the fresh snowfall, we have always
been greeted by polite, considerate yet viva-
cious people. These people have made us
feel welcome and the society in which they
live has made us feel secure. This sense of
security, within a structured yet free society,
may be Japan’s greatest strength and its
prime asset. Thus far it has withstood the

stresses of the twentieth century with only

surface changes being apparent. One hopes
that the deeper structures giving rise to this

inherent trustfulness will not change in any
major way.

I have also been able to collaborate with
various scientists at RIKEN with chemists,
engineers, physicists and even a reformed
biochemist! Together we have carried out
some experiments and initiated a series of
calculations. These first steps in our interna-
tional collaboration have given me first hand
experience of the energy and creativity of
some of Japan's most promising scientists and
I look forward to continuing our work togeth-
er. Therefore, I believe that the international
collaboration initiated by presidents Miyazima
and Kerwin has taught me much of Japan,
her people and her scientists. I can only hope
that these benefits have been mutual.
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