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Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress, Ex-
cellencies, distinguished guests, colleagues, and
ladies and gentlemen:

It is an extraordinary honor for me today
to be celebrating RIKEN’s Centennial with you.
The Max Planck Society sees itself as part of a
global network of cutting-edge research organi-
zations. We feel connected to many partners all
around the world. However, our relationship
with RIKEN is certainly unparalleled: we have
been close collaborators for more than 30 years
now. This alone tells a remarkable story of trust
and shared values. Moreover, both of our orga-
nizations were founded around the same time and built on the same beliefs: Basic research —
driven by the intrinsic curiosity of the greatest minds to solve the mysteries of nature and the
world surrounding us - is the key to long-lasting prosperity, and to social and economic
progress for each of our countries, and ultimately, for humanity on the whole.

Now we are standing here, 100 years later, and this tells me that we both did something
right. RIKEN and the Max Planck Society still attract the greatest minds — and we are partic-
ularly successful whenever we do this together. Our Max Planck-RIKEN Joint Center for Sys-
tems Chemical Biology bears witness to this. It is a best practice example in various respects:
First and foremost for complementing research interests and approaches, but also for scientif-
ic excellence and a vivid exchange of ideas and talents.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I can assure you: RIKEN will remain a much sought-after partner
for us and a close friend in the decades to come. Please accept my warmest congratulations,
also on behalf of my colleagues in Germany, on your 100" anniversary, and allow me to ex-
tend my sincere thanks to you for the fruitful and trusting collaboration of the past 30 years.

SakSvbNTY TYIRTSUIBES

Prof. Dr. Martin Stratmann, President Max Planck Society
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